Surgeons
I. At a time when there is an increasing demand for the erection of hospitals and other large buildings for the care of the sick, the hurt, the insane, and the destitute, as also for the education of youth, and the amusement of the people, the proper construction of such buildings is both important and interesting ; and it becomes a matter of special concern that these should be formed and arranged, not only in the best manner for their several destined purposes, but, from the increasing wants of the people, and the many new requirements which science and art have shown to be necessary for the health, comfort, and benefit of their inmates, as well as from late disclosures, pointing out the defects and danger of such buildings, their construction and internal arrangements demand more particular attention than has hitherto been bestowed upon them.
In all civilized countries there are hospitals for the sick and hurt, and their construction has engaged the particular attention of those who, from their position in society, were required to conduct their management, and also of the medical men who had charge of the patients admitted into them. But it has been from the experience and observation of the medical men that a knowledge of the influence, arising from their construction, upon the health of their vol. xv.?no. 
